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PLUSH 
AWARD
Riverside dance troupe 

receives MacArthur grant

SUBURBAN LIFE MEDIA

L ucky Plush Productions, led 
by founder and producing ar-
tistic director Julia Rhoads of 

Riverside, was awarded the pres-
tigious MacArthur Award for Cre-
ative and Effective Institutions 
last week and is about to make its 
debut at the Harris Theater for 
Music and Dance in Chicago with 
a world-premiere production.

The MacArthur Foundation 
recognizes exceptional nonprofit 
organizations that demonstrate 
creativity and impact and invests 
in their long-term sustainability 
with sizable one-time grants.

Celebrating its 15th anniver-
sary, Lucky Plush Productions 
creates a hybrid form of dance 
theater that blends nuanced dia-
logue, lush choreography and un-
expected humor, the news release 
stated.

See PLUSH, page 2
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Source: National Weather Service

Friday

Partly sunny 
and cooler 

High: 36 
Low: 27 

Saturday

Sunny 
and warmer 

High: 50 
Low: 32 

Sunday

Mostly cloudy, 
chance of showers

High: 48
Low: 25

YOUR WEEKEND FORECAST

Lucky Plush members 
perform in “Trip the 
Light Fantastic: The 

Making of SuperStrip.”
Photo provided by 

 Cheryl Mann Productions
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The release noted the troupe has 
built a national reputation for work 
that is both thought-provoking and re-
latable. Rhoads grew up 
in Western Springs, and 
her original dance home 
was Salt Creek Ballet in 
the Westmont and Hins-
dale area.

“ R e c e i v i n g  t h e 
MacArthur Award is 
both an honor and a fi-
nancial grace for Lucky 
Plush Productions,” Rhoads said in 
the release. “It validates over 15 years 
of dedicated risk-taking, inspires a re-
newed sense of responsibility and pur-
pose in fulfilling our mission, and will 
deepen our efforts to create a sustain-
able model for our work.”

Lucky Plush Productions will use 
the $200,000 that accompanies its 
MacArthur Award to increase its re-
serve fund, with a small portion ear-
marked for technology upgrades and 
marketing, according to the release.

In 2009, well before it was a regular 
practice, Lucky Plush began inviting 
audiences into the creative process by 
building a website where people could 
comment, donate material and engage 
in conversations about the work’s con-
tent.

In addition, Lucky Plush led the ef-
fort to establish Creative Partners, a 
collaborative effort with Grammy-win-
ning eighth blackbird and Blair Thom-
as and Co. to provide for a shared full-
time development staff to drive growth 
and generate new resources.

Lucky Plush is the first Chicago 
dance company that the Harris Theater 
for Music and Dance has both commis-
sioned and fully presented. At the Har-
ris, Lucky Plush will present Rhoads’ 
“Trip the Light Fantastic: The Making 
of SuperStrip” at 7:30 p.m. March 3.

In “SuperStrip,” the ensemble plays 
a group of washed-up superheroes who 
attempt to reinvent themselves as a 
nonprofit think tank, complete with 
comic book graphics, sound effects and 
immersive video. For tickets and infor-
mation, visit HarrisTheaterChicago.
org or call 312-334-7777. The theater is 
at Millennium Park, and tickets cost 
$10 to $55.

NEWS BRIEFS
Riverside police to offer  
burglary prevention program

RIVERSIDE – The Riverside Safe En-
vironment Commission and Riverside 
Police Department will sponsor the 
program “Keepin’ It Real – Burglary 
Prevention” at 7 p.m. March 2.

The event will be presented by the 
SAFER Foundation and the Chicago 
Police Department, the news release 
stated.

The program brings convicted bur-
glars to talk about the ins and outs of 
burglary including:

• How they choose their targets
• When they are most likely to strike
• What you can do to protect your 

property
The discussion will take place on the 

second floor of Riverside Township 
Hall, 27 Riverside Road.

For more information, contact any 
member of the Riverside Safe Envi-
ronment Commission or Officer Brian 
Greenenwald, the commission liaison 
for the Police Department, at bgreen-
enwald@riverside.il.us or 708-447-
2127.

Troupe to perform old-time 
radio classics in Riverside

RIVERSIDE – The Riverside Township 
Radio Players will perform two old-
time radio shows at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 26 
in Riverside.

The event will feature “The Cabinet 
Ladies” episode from the “Mr. Presi-
dent” series, and “Report Card Blues” 
from “The Baby Snooks Show.”

The volunteer group performs orig-
inal scripts of old-time radio shows, 
complete with live sound effects.

The group offers free performances 
from September through May at the 
Riverside Township Hall Auditorium, 27 
Riverside Road. No tickets or reserva-
tions are needed.

For more information, call 708-442-
8810 or visit www.riversidetownship-
radioplayers.com to see the full season 
of performances.

Another event, featuring “Income Tax 
Problems” from the Burns and Allen 
series, takes place March 18.

– Suburban Life Media

Photo provided

Genevieve Osbourne Macchini of Riverside, who turned 100 on Feb. 12, celebrated 
her birthday with family and friends at an open house Feb. 7 at William Tell in Coun-
tryside. Rebecca Newell shared that her great aunt owned a drugstore in Riverside 
with her late pharmacist husband for several years and then became the assisting 
vice president after a long career at Riverside Bank, adding, “It’s been a delight to 
know her and watch her come upon this wonderful milestone.”

100th birthday celebration

Julia Rhoads

• PLUSH
Continued from page 1 If you go

n WHAT: "Trip the Light Fantastic: The 
Making of SuperStrip"

n WHEN: 7:30 p.m. March 3
n WHERE: Harris Theater Chicago, 205 

E. Randolph St., Chicago
n COST: $10 to $55
n INFO: 312-334-7777 or HarrisTheater-

Chicago.org
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Riverside & Brookfield Suburban Life is published 
every Wednesday and delivered to homes by Shaw 
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IL 60515. Refund policy: Subscribers may cancel 
subscriptions within 45 days of first delivery. Refunds 
will be prorated, no refunds after 45 days. Postmas-
ter: Send address corrections to Shaw Media, 1101 W. 
31st St., Suite 100, Downers Grove, IL 60515.

Subscription rates
Single copy $1.50 
Delivery (annual) $42/$79 out of area

“Serving our communities 
to make them better 
places to live.”

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Do you have a news tip or story idea? 
Call 630-368-1100 or email editorial@
mysuburbanlife.com.

NEWS TIP?

We want your community news
We want to know what 
is going on in your com-
munity. Submit your 
photos and community 
news items to:  
Reader Engagement 

Coordinator Renee Tomell at 630-427-
6258 or SLMpress@shawmedia.com. 

Accuracy is important to the Riverside & 
Brookfield Suburban Life, and we want 
to correct mistakes promptly. Please call 
errors to our attention by email, editorial@
mysuburbanlife.com, or by phone, 630-
368-1100.

CORRECTIONS
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